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SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL TRIP: ACCOMODATIONS 

REF: STATE 230634 

1 . VISIT COMES AT HEIGHT OF TOURIST SEASON, MAKING HOTEL 
SPACE IN DELHI VERY TIGHT. EMBASSY CONDUCTED A CANVASS OF 
HOTELS AND COULD RECEIVE ASSURANCES FOR ONLY TWENTY ROOMS. 

MEA PROOTOCOL IS NOW CONDUCTING ITS OWN CANVASS AND HAVE 
TOLD US THAT THEY ARE CONFIDENT SUFFICIENT SPACE FOR UP TO 
400 CAN BE FOUND. THEY CANNOT PROVIDE US WITH SPECIFIC HOTELS 
AND NUMBER OF ROOMS IN EACH IN TIME TO MEET DEADLINE SET IN 
REFTEL, HOWEVER. 

2. GOI HAS OFFERED ROOMS IN PRESIDENT'S RESIDENCE (RASH- 
TRAPATI BHAVAN) FOR THE PRESIDENT AND MRS. CARTER AND THEIR 
IMMEDIATE PARTY. TWENTY ROOMS CAN BE MADE AVAILABLE. EMBASSY 
RECOMMENDS ACCEPTANCE OF THIS OFFER BOTH FOR SECURITY AND 
CONVENIENCE. MEETINGS AND STATE BANQUET WILL BE HELD THERE 

AS WELL. 

3. RASHTRAPATI BHAVAN IS ABOUT SEVEN MILES FROM THE AIRPORT 
AND ONE MILE FROM THE EMBASSY. THE ASHOKA HOTEL, WHICH IS A 
FIRST CLASS HOTEL BUT NOT PLUSH, WHERE WE ANTICIPATE SOME OF 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 NEW DE 13644 271325Z 

THE REMAINING OFFICIAL PARTY WILL BE HOUSED, IS ONE BLOCK FROM 
EMBASSY. OTHER POSSIBLE HOTELS ARE SITUATED FROM ONE TO THREE 
MILES FROM RASHTRAPATI BHAVAN. 

4. MEA CHIEF OF PROTOCOL HAS PROMISED TO INFORM US URGENTLY, 
POSSIBLY TOMORROW, ON ARRANGMENTS FOR REMAINING ACCOMODATIONS. 
GOHRF.N 
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